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Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs, Labor § 10.503

she can, and OWCP’s goal is to return 
each disabled employee to suitable 
work as soon as he or she is medically 
able. In determining what constitutes 
‘‘suitable work’’ for a particular dis-
abled employee, OWCP considers the 
employee’s current physical limita-
tions, whether the work is available 
within the employee’s demonstrated 
commuting area, the employee’s quali-
fications to perform such work, and 
other relevant factors. (See § 10.508 
with respect to the payment of reloca-
tion expenses.)

§ 10.501 What medical evidence is nec-
essary to support continuing re-
ceipt of compensation benefits? 

(a) The employee is responsible for 
providing sufficient medical evidence 
to justify payment of any compensa-
tion sought. 

(1) To support payment of continuing 
compensation, narrative medical evi-
dence must be submitted whenever 
OWCP requests it but ordinarily not 
less than once a year. It must contain 
a physician’s rationalized opinion as to 
whether the specific period of alleged 
disability is causally related to the em-
ployee’s accepted injury or illness. 

(2) The physician’s opinion must be 
based on the facts of the case and the 
complete medical background of the 
employee, must be one of reasonable 
medical certainty and must include ob-
jective findings in support of its con-
clusions. Subjective complaints of pain 
are not sufficient, in and of themselves, 
to support payment of continuing com-
pensation. Likewise, medical limita-
tions based solely on the fear of a pos-
sible future injury are also not suffi-
cient to support payment of continuing 
compensation. See § 10.330 for a fuller 
discussion of medical evidence. 

(b) OWCP may require any kind of 
non-invasive testing to determine the 
employee’s functional capacity. Fail-
ure to undergo such testing will result 
in a suspension of benefits. In addition, 
OWCP may direct the employee to un-
dergo a second opinion or referee exam-
ination in any case it deems appro-
priate (see §§ 10.320 and 10.321).

§ 10.502 How does OWCP evaluate evi-
dence in support of continuing re-
ceipt of compensation benefits? 

In considering the medical and fac-
tual evidence, OWCP will weigh the 
probative value of the attending physi-
cian’s report, any second opinion phy-
sician’s report, any other medical re-
ports, or any other evidence in the file. 
If OWCP determines that the medical 
evidence supporting one conclusion is 
more consistent, logical, and well-rea-
soned than evidence supporting a con-
trary conclusion, OWCP will use the 
conclusion that is supported by the 
weight of the medical evidence as the 
basis for awarding or denying further 
benefits. If medical reports that are 
equally well-reasoned support incon-
sistent determinations of an issue 
under consideration, OWCP will direct 
the employee to undergo a referee ex-
amination to resolve the issue. The re-
sults of the referee examination will be 
given special weight in determining 
the issue.

§ 10.503 Under what circumstances 
may OWCP reduce or terminate 
compensation benefits? 

Once OWCP has advised the employee 
that it has accepted a claim and has ei-
ther approved continuation of pay or 
paid medical benefits or compensation, 
benefits will not be terminated or re-
duced unless the weight of the evidence 
establishes that: 

(a) The disability for which com-
pensation was paid has ceased; 

(b) The disabling condition is no 
longer causally related to the employ-
ment; 

(c) The employee is only partially 
disabled; 

(d) The employee has returned to 
work; 

(e) The beneficiary was convicted of 
fraud in connection with a claim under 
the FECA, or the beneficiary was in-
carcerated based on any felony convic-
tion; or 

(f) OWCP’s initial decision was in 
error.
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